North Carolina Native Trees, Shrubs, Herbaceous Perennials, and Ferns

Sun Exposure

F = Full sun

P = Part sun/part shade

Soil Moisture
W = Wet

M = Moderate/moist

Wetland Indicator Status

OBL = Obligate

FACW = Facultative wet

S =Shade D = Dry FAC = Facultative
FACU = Facultative upland
UPL = Upland
NI = No indicator for this region
NL = Not listed
Genus Specific epithet Common name Sun |Moisture |Height Bloom Season Flower Color
Acer barbatum southern sugar maple P D 20to 25' [spring yellow/green
Acer negundo boxelder S w 30 to 50' [spring yellow, green, brown
Acer rubrum red maple F W-D 50-75' spring red
Acer saccharinum silver maple F-S w 50 to 70" |[spring white, red, yellow
Acer saccharum sugar maple F-P M 50-75' spring yellow, green, brown
Achillea millefolium common yarrow F-P w 24 to 36" [spring-summer  [white, pink
Acorus calamus sweetflag F-P W-M 3-5' summer yellow
Actaea pachypoda doll's eyes P-S M-W 1-2' spring white
Adiantum pedatum maidenhair fern P-S M 18-36"
Aesculus flava yellow buckeye P-S M 50-75' spring yellow
Aesculus pavia red buckeye S-P D 10 to 20" |spring red
Aletris farinosa colic root F M-D 2.5-3' summer white
Allium canadense wild onion PS D 8-12" summer white, pink
Alnus serrulata tag alder F-P w 40' spring red, green, brown
Amelanchier arborea serviceberry F-P M-D 15-25' spring white
Amorpha fruticosa indigo bush F-P M-W 6-10' spring to summer |purple and yellow
Amsonia tabernaemontana |blue star F-P M 2-3' spring blue
Anemone virginiana thimbleweed S M 1-3' summer white
Antennaria plantaginifolia pussy's toes F M .5-1' spring to summer |white
Apios americana groundnut S w vine summer red, pink, and purple




Genus Specific epithet Common name Sun |Moisture |Height Bloom Season Flower Color
Aquilegia canadensis wild columbine P-S M-D 1-2' spring to summer |red and yellow
Aralia spinosa devil's walkingstick F-P M-D 10-20' summer white

Argemone albiflora bluestem prickly poppy P D 1-3' spring to summer |white

Arisaema dracontium green dragon P-S M-D 28" spring yellow, green
Arisaema triphyllum Jack-in-the-pulpit P-S M 12" spring green, purple, brown
Aruncus dioicus goat's beard F-P M 4-7' spring cream

Asarum canadense wild ginger P-S M 6" spring red brown to purple
Asclepias incarnata swamp milkweed F-P M-W 2-4' summer to fall pink

Asclepias longifolia longleaf milkweed F-P M-W 1-2' summer white

Asclepias tuberosa butterfly weed F D 1-2' summer orange

Asimina parviflora dwarf paw paw P D 6-8' spring maroon

Asimina triloba paw paw P-S M 40' spring maroon

Asplenium platyneuron ebony spleenwort F-P M 6-12"

Aster divaricatus white wood aster P-S M-D 2-4' spring white

Astilbe biternata false goats beard P M 24-39" spring/summer  |white

Athyrium felix-femina lady fern S M-W 18-24"

Bacopa monnieri water hyssop F-P M-W 1' spring white

Baptisia alba white wild indigo F-P D 2-4' spring white

Baptisia australis blue indigo F M-D 2-4' spring/summer |blue-violet

Baptisia tinctoria wild indigo F M 2-3' summer yellow

Betula alleghanienses yellow birch F-P M 60-75' spring yellow, green, brown
Betula lenta sweet birch F-P M 40-55' spring yellow, green, brown
Betula nigra river birch F M-W 40-70' spring green and brown
Bignonia capreolata cross vine F-P M vine spring red, yellow
Botrychium virginianum rattle snake fern P-S M 3'

Callicarpa americana American beautyberry P M 3to 8 summer white, pink
Calycanthus floridus sweetshrub P-S M 6-10' summer brown, maroon
Campanulastrum |americanum American bellflower P M 3-4' summer blue/purple
Carpinus caroliniana American hornbeam P W-M 20-30" spring red, green, brown
Carya cordiformis bitternut hickory F-P M 50-70" spring yellow, green, brown
Carya glabra pignut hickory F-S D 50-60" spring yellow, green, brown
Carya ovata shagbark hickory F-S M-D 60-80' spring green, brown




Genus Specific epithet Common name Sun |Moisture |Height Bloom Season Flower Color
Carya tomentosa mockernut hickory F-S M-D 50-60" spring yellow, green, brown
Castanea pumila chinquapin F-S M 20-25' spring white
Caulophyllum thalictroides blue cohosh P-S M-W 1-3' spring green
Ceanothus americanus New Jersey tea F-P D 3 summer white

Celtis laevigata sugar hackberry F-P M-D 60-80' spring green

Celtis occidentalis common hackberry F M-D 40-60' spring green, brown
Cephalanthus occidentalis buttonbush P-S M-W 6-12' summer white

Cercis canadensis Eastern redbud F-S M-D 20-30' spring pink

Chelone lyonii pink turtlehead F-P M-W 24-30" summer pink
Chionanthus virginicus fringetree F-P M 12-20' spring white
Chrysogonum virginianum green-and-gold P-S M 8" spring/fall yellow
Cimicifuga racemosa black cohosh P-S M 1-3' summer/fall white
Cirsium discolor field thisttle F D 3-6' summer pink/purple
Cirsium muticum swamp thistle F w 2-7' summer pink/purple
Cladrastis kentuckea yellowwood F-P M 30-50" spring white
Claytonia virginica springbeauty P M 4-12" spring white to pink
Clematis crispa blue jasmine F-P M-W vine spring/fall white, pink, blue, purple
Clethra acuminata cinnamonbark F-P M 8-15' summer white
Clethra alnifolia summersweet clethra F-P M-W 6-12' summer white to pink
Clintonia umbellulata bead lily P M 6-20" summer white
Commelina erecta whitemouth dayflower P D 1-3' summer/fall blue
Comptonia peregrina sweetfern F-P M-D 2-4'

Conoclinium coelestinum mistflower F-P M 3' summer to fall blue-violet
Coreopsis auriculata mouse-eared coreopsis F M 18" spring yellow
Coreopsis basalis goldenmane tickseed F D 15" summer yellow
Coreopsis lanceolata tickseed F M-D 1-2.5' spring yellow
Coreopsis pubescens star tickseed F M 3-4 summer yellow
Coreopsis tinctoria golden tickseed F-P M 1-2' spring yellow/maroon
Coreopsis verticillata threadleaf coreopsis S D 1-2' summer yellow
Cornus alternifolia pagoda dogwood P-S W-D 15-25' summer white

Cornus amomum silky dogwood F-S M-W 6-10' summer white

Cornus foemina stiff dogwood P M-W 20 spring white




Genus Specific epithet Common name Sun |Moisture |Height Bloom Season Flower Color
Cornus florida flowering dogwood F-S D-M 25-30' spring white

Cornus stricta swamp dogwood P-S M 25" spring white

Corylus americana American hazelnut F-S M 12-15' spring white, green
Crataegus phaenopyrum Washington hawthorn F-P M 25-30' spring white
Cypripedium acuale pink lady slipper P-S M-D 12" spring to summer |pink

Cyrilla racemiflora swamp titi S w 10-15' spring to summer (white
Decumaria barbara wild hydrangea-vine P-S W vine spring to fall white
Delphinium tricorne dwarf larkspur P M 12-30" spring deep blue
Dennstaedtia punctiloba hay-scented fern P-S M 36"

Dicentra cucullaria dutchman's breeches F-S M 10" spring white, yellow
Dicentra eximia bleeding heart F-P M 12-18" spring to fall pink & white
Diervilla sessilifolia bush-honeysuckle F-S M 4-6' summer yellow
Diospyros virginiana persimmon F-P D-M 30-50' spring yellow/green
Dodecatheon meadia shooting star F-P M 1-2' spring pink & white
Drosera rotundifolia roundleaf sundew F w <12" summer white
Dryopteris marginalis marginal fern P-S W-M 1-3'

Echinacea purpurea purple coneflower F-P M-D 3 summer pink
Erythronium americanum trout lily P-S M 8" spring yellow
Euonymus americanus Hearts-a-bustin P-S M 4-6' spring yellow/green to purplish
Euonymus atropurpureus burning bush P M 20-25' spring purple
Eupatoriadelphus |fistulosum Joe-Pye weed F-P M 5-8' summer purple

Fagus grandifolia American beech F-P M 85+' spring yellow, green, brown
Fothergilla gardenii fothergilla F-P W-M 3' spring white
Fothergilla major large Fothergilla F-P M 6-10' spring white

Fragaria virginiana wild strawberry F-P M-D 6" spring white

Fraxinus americana white ash F M-D 80' spring green to purple
Fraxinus caroliniana pop ash F M-D 30 spring green

Fraxinus pennsylvanica green Ash F M-D 60-80' spring green to purple
Gaillardia pulchella firewheel F-P D 1-2' summer red and yellow
Gaultheria procumbens wintergreen P-S M 4-8" summer pink

Gaura angustifolia southern beeblossom F-P M 4' spring to summer |pink & white
Gaylussacia dumosa dwarf huckleberry P W-D 3-15" spring to summer (white




Genus Specific epithet Common name Sun |Moisture |Height Bloom Season Flower Color
Gelsemium sempervirens Carolina jessamine F-P M vine early spring yellow
Geranium maculatum wild geranium F-S M 1-2' spring and summe|purple

Gleditsia triacanthos honey-locust F M-D 30-75' late spring yellow
Gordonia lasianthus loblolly bay F M 30-80" summer white

Halesia carolina Carolina silverbell F-S M 30' spring white
Hamamelis virginiana common witch-hazel F-S M 15-30' fall yellow

Hepatica acutiloba sharp-lobed hepatica S M-D 4-9" spring white, pink, purple, blue
Heuchera americana alumroot S D 1-3' spring to summer |greenish-purple
Hexastylis arifolia little brown jugs P-S M 6" spring purple to brown
Hydrangea arborescens snowhill hydrangea P-S M 4-6' summer white
Hypericum densiflorum dense hypericum F-P W-D 4-6' spring yellow
Hypericum prolificum shrubby St. John's wort F-P M 1-5' summer yellow

llex decidua possumhaw F-P M 15-30' spring white

llex glabra inkberry P M-W 6-12' spring white

Ilex montana mountain winterberry F-P M 15-40"' spring white

llex opaca American holly F-S M-D 20-40' spring white

llex verticillata common winterberry F-S M-W 6-15' spring white

llex vomitoria yaupon F-P W-D 12-25' spring white

Impatiens capensis jewelweed F-P M 3' summer orange
Ipomopsis rubra standing-cypress F-P D 2-6' summer red

Iris cristata dwarf crested iris P-S M-D 4-8" spring lavender-blue
Iris virginica Southern blue flag iris PS-S (W 3-6' early summer blue/purple
Itea virginica Virginia sweetspire F-S W 3-6' summer white

Juglans nigra black walnut F-P M 50-75' spring yellow, green, brown
Juniperus virginiana Eastern red cedar F-P M-D 40-50'

Kalmia latifolia mountain laurel P M 8-10' spring pink, red, white
Leucothoe axillaris doghobble P-S M 2-4' spring white to pink
Leucothoe fontanesiana drooping leucothoe P-S M 3-5' summer white

Liatris spicata blazing star F M 3 summer purple

Lilium canadense yellow bell lily F W-M 3-8 summer red, orange, yellow
Lilium superbum Turks-cap lily F-P M 4-6' summer orange

Lindera benzoin spicebush P-S M 6-12' winter yellow




Genus Specific epithet Common name Sun |Moisture |Height Bloom Season Flower Color
Liquidambar styraciflua sweetgum P M 70-120" (spring white, green
Liriodendron tulipifera tulip tree F M 70-90" spring yellow, green, orange
Lobelia cardinalis cardinal flower F-P W 3-5' fall red

Lobelia puberula lobelia F-S M 2-4' summer/fall blue-violet

Lobelia siphilitica greatlobelia P-S W 1-3' summer blue

Lonicera sempervirens trumpet honeysuckle F-P M vine spring red to orange
Lyonia ligustrina male-berry P W 6-12' summer white

Lyonia lucida lyonia P-S M-D 3-5' spring pink

Lysimachia ciliata fringed loosterife F-P M-W 2-3' summer yellow

Magnolia acuminata cucumber tree P-S M 50-75' spring yellow/green
Magnolia tripetela umbrella tree F-P M 15-40' spring white

Magnolia virginiana sweetbay magnolia PS M-D 40-60' summer white
Maianthemum  |canadense wild lily of the valley P-S M 3-6" late spring to earl{white

Malus angustifolia southern crabapple P M 25-30' spring pink

Mitchella repens partridge berry P-S M 3" spring to summer |pink

Mitella diphylla bishop's cap P-S M-D 1-2' spring white

Monarda didyma bee balm F-P M 3-4' summer red

Morella cerifera southern wax myrtle F-P M-D 6-12' spring green

Morus rubra red mulberry F-P-S |M-D 12-36' spring white, green, brown
Nyssa sylvatica black tupelo F M-D 30-60" spring white, green, brown
Oenothera speciosa pink evening-primrose FS M 1-3' spring pink, white

Onoclea sensibilis sensitive fern F-P W 12-24"

Osmanthus americanus devilwood P M 30' spring white

Osmunda cinnamomea cinnamon fern P-S M-W 24-48"

Osmunda regalis royal fern P M-W 2-5'

Ostrya virginiana hop-hornbeam P-S M 30-50" spring white, yellow, green, brow
Oxydendrum arboreum sourwood F-S M-D 20-30" summer white

Pachysandra procumbens Allegheny spurge P-S M 9" spring white, pink
Panicum virgatum switchgrass F-P M-D 3-6' summer/fall green and brown
Passiflora incarnata passion flower S-P M-D 12-36' spring to fall purple, pink, white
Persea borbonia red bay P W-M 36-72' spring pale yellow
Phacelia bipinnatifida fernleaf phacelia P-S M 1-2' spring purple, violet, blue




Genus Specific epithet Common name Sun |Moisture |Height Bloom Season Flower Color
Philadelphus inodorus mock orange F-P W 10-12' spring white

Phlox amoena chalice phlox F-P M 2-3' spring pink

Phlox carolina Carolina phlox F-P M 3-4' summer to fall white, pink, purple
Phlox divaricata wild blue phlox P-S M 12-18" spring lavender

Phlox glaberrima smooth phlox P W-M 2-4' spring pink/purple

Phlox paniculata garden phlox F-P M 2-4' summer pink, magenta, white
Phlox stolonifera creeping phlox P-S M 6-10" spring white, pink, purple, violet
Photinia melanocarpa black chokeberry F-P D-W 3-5' spring white

Photinia pyrifolia red chokeberry F-P W-M 6-11' spring white

Physocarpus opulifolius ninebark F-S W-D 3-10' spring white, pink
Physostegia virginiana obedient plant F-P W-D 4' summer to fall pink, purple

Picea rubens red spruce F-S M 60-100' |[spring red, yellow

Pinus echinata short-leaf pine P D 50-100" (spring yellow

Pinus taeda loblolly pine P D 60-110" |[spring yellow

Pinus virginiana Virginia pine F-P M-D 15-40"' spring yellow

Pityopis graminifolia golden aster F M-D 2.5' summer to fall yellow

Platanus occidentalis sycamore F-P M-W 70-90" spring yellow, green, brown
Podophyllum peltatum may apple P-S M 1.5 spring white, pink
Polygonatum biflorum Solomon's seal P-S M 2-3' spring greenish white
Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas fern P-S M 12-36"

Prunus americana American plum F-P W-D 12-20 spring white

Prunus angustifolia chickasaw plum P D 15-30' spring white

Prunus caroliniana Carolina laurelcherry F-P M 15-36' spring white

Prunus pensylvanica pin cherry F-P W-D 25-40' spring white

Prunus serotina black cherry F-S D 50-80" spring white

Ptelea trifoliata hoptree F-S M 15-20' spring white

Quercus alba white oak F-P D 60-90" spring red, yellow, green, brown
Quercus bicolor swamp white oak P W-M 80' spring red, yellow, green
Quercus falcata Southern red oak P D 100' spring yellow

Quercus laurifolia laurel oak P M 36-80" spring yellow

Quercus lyrata overcup oak F-P W-M-D  |30-45' spring yellow

Quercus michauxii swamp chestnut oak P M 50-100" (spring yellow
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Quercus nigra water oak P W-M 50-100" [spring yellow

Quercus phellos willow oak P W-M 100 spring yellow

Quercus rubra red oak F-P M-D 60-75' spring yellow, green, brown
Quercus shumardii shumard oak F-P M-D 50-90" spring white/green
Quercus stellata post oak F-P D 40-50" spring yellow, brown
Quercus virginiana live oak F-P M-D 40-80" spring yellow
Rhododendron  |arborescens sweet azalea F-S M 3-6' summer white to pink
Rhododendron |calendulaceum flame azalea P-S M 4-8' spring yellow, orange, scarlet
Rhododendron  |carolinianum Carolina rhododendron P-S M 3-5' spring pink
Rhododendron |catawbiense mountain rosebay F-S M 6-10' spring lilac-purple
Rhododendron  |maximum rosebay rhododendron P-S M-W 15-40"' summer white to deep pink
Rhododendron |periclymenoides |pinxter azalea P-S M 6-10' spring pink
Rhododendron |vaseyi pinkshell azalea P-S M-W 5-10' spring pink/white
Rhododendron  |viscosum swamp azalea P D 12! summer white to pink

Rhus glabra smooth sumac F-P M-D 9-15' summer white, green, yellow, brow|
Robinia pseudoacacia honey-locust F M-D 30-50" spring white

Rosa carolina Carolina rose F-P W-D 3-4' summer pink

Rosa palustris swamp rose F-P M-W 4-6' summer pink

Rudbeckia fulgida orange coneflower F-P M 3 summer to fall yellow

Rudbeckia hirta black-eyed susan F-P M-D 2-3' summer/fall yellow

Ruellia caroliniensis Carolina wild petunia P M 2-3' summer purple

Sabal minor dwarf palmetto F-P-S [M-D 5-10' summer white

Sagittaria latifolia duck-potato F-P W 1-3' summer white

Salix sericea silky willow F-S W-M 12! spring green, yellow
Sambucus canadensis elderberry F-S M-W 5-12' summer white

Sanguinaria canadensis bloodroot S M 6-10" spring white

Sassafras albidum common sassafras F-P D-M 30-60' spring yellow

Sedum ternatum wild stonecrop P M 4-8" spring white

Shortia galacifolia oconee bells F-P M 8" spring white

Silene virginica fire pink F-P M 10-20" spring/summer  |pink

Sisyrinchium mucronatum blue-eyed grass F-P M-D 1' summer blue/purple
Smilax smallii jackson vine F-P M 8' spring yellow/green
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Solidago altissima goldenrod F-S M 2-4' fall yellow
Solidago rugosa winkle-leaf goldenrod F M-D 2-5' fall yellow
Spirea alba var. latifolia |meadowsweet F M 1-6' summer white to pink
Stewartia malacodendron silky camellia S M 10' spring white

Styrax americanus snowbell F-P W-M 8-15' spring/summer  |[white
Symphoricarpus |orbiculatus coral berry F-S M 2-5' spring/summer  |white/green
Symphyotrichum |patens late purple aster F-P M-D 1-3' summer violet-blue
Taxodium distichum bald cypress F-P w 50-75' spring purple
Thelypteris noveboracensis New York fern P-S M-D 1-2'

Thermopsis villosa bush pea S M 3-5' spring/summer  |yellow
Tiarella cordifolia foamflower P-S M 6-12" spring white

Tilia americana American linden F-S M 60-80' spring/summer  |yellow

Tsuga canadensis Canadian hemlock F-S M 40-60' spring yellow

Tsuga caroliniana Carolina hemlock F-S M 30-70" spring yellow
Ulmus alata winged elm PS D 30-40' spring yellow/green
Ulmus americana American elm F-P M 80' spring red, green
Vaccinium arboreum farkleberry PS D 12-15' spring/summer  [white
Vaccinium corymbosum highbush blueberry F-P W-D 6-12' spring/summer  |white to pink
Vaccinium elliottii elliot's huckleberry F-P W-M 12! spring pink
Vaccinium macrocarpon cranberry F-P W-M 4-6" spring pink
Vaccinium pallidum lowbush blueberry F-P M-D 12-16" spring white/pink
Vaccinium stamineum deerberry F-P M 10-15' spring/summer  |white
Vernonia noveboracensis New York ironweed F M-W 4-7' summer red, purple
Viburnum acerifolium maple-leaf viburnum F-P M-D 4-6' spring/summer  |white
Viburnum dentatum arrowwood F-P W-M 6-12' spring white
Viburnum lantanoides hobblebush F-S M 6-12' spring/summer  |white
Viburnum nudum possumhaw F-S W-M 6-8' summer white
Viburnum rufidulum blackhaw viburnum F-S D-M 10-15' spring white

Viola pedata bird-foot violet F-S D 4-10" spring to summer |blue, purple
Viola sororia blue violet S-P M 6-10" spring white, blue, purple, pink
Vitis rotundifolia muscadine F-P M 90" summer yellow
Wisteria frutescens American-wisteria F-S M 25-30' spring white, pink to purple
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Woodwardia areolata chain fern P-S M-W 1-2'

Xanthorhiza simplicissima yellow-root F-S M 2-3' spring purple

Yucca filamentosa Adam's needle yucca F M-D 2-3' spring to summer |white
Zephyranthes atamasca atamasca lily P W-M 8-15" spring white




