
Lauderdale
Limestone Madison Jackson

Colbert
Lawrence Morgan

Marshall DeKalbFranklin

Winston Cullman

Blount
Etowah

Cherokee
Marion

Lamar Fayette Walker

Jefferson

St. Clair Calhoun

Cleburne

RandolphClay
Talladega

ShelbyTuscaloosaPickens

Greene
Bibb

Chilton
Coosa Tallapoosa

Chambers
Hale

Sumter
Perry Elmore

Macon

Lee

Russell

Bullock

Montgomery

Lowndes

Dallas

Marengo
Choctaw

Washington

Clarke

Wilcox

Monroe

Mobile
Baldwin

Escambia

Conecuh

Butler

Covington

Crenshaw
Pike

Barbour

Henry

Houston

DaleCoffee

Geneva

Autauga

 

Severe Thunderstorms  
Watch or Warning

A labama is prone to different types of severe weather. 
Every Alabamian should take steps to prepare in case 

dangerous conditions develop. Our extreme weather may 
range from severe thunderstorms to tornadoes.

In addition to preparing for severe weather, it is important to 
understand the difference between a severe thunderstorm watch 
and a severe thunderstorm warning. The two are often confused 
by the public, but there are easy 
ways to know the difference. Let’s 
take a look at each.

DISTANCE FROM STORM
How close are you to a storm?  
Here’s an easy way to find 
out! When you see lightning, 
start counting. When you hear 
thunder, stop counting. Divide 
that number by five to find out 
approximately how many miles 
you are from the storm.

Warnings will often encompass a small area, such as a 
city or county. If your local forecast office issues a Severe 
Thunderstorm Warning for your area, move to a safe place 
immediately. A warning indicates immediate danger to life and 
property. Do not stay in a mobile home.

It is also important to know where you are on the map.  
A watch or warning may cover a broad area or it may  
cover only a small area. Use this map to find your county  
in Alabama. 

Get extensive information on protecting your home and family 
in Alabama Extension’s Emergency Handbook, Preparation 
and Recovery available digitally on iBooks.

For more information on severe weather, also  
visit www.aces.edu/eden.  

Severe Thunderstorm  

WATCH   
Thunderstorms may develop in or 

near the watch area. Take steps to 
prepare for severe weather.

Severe Thunderstorm 

WARNING
A severe thunderstorm is occurring 
or is imminent based on radar 
information or reported by storm 
spotters. Take shelter now!  
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