
Dear Friends of Extension, 
 
Wow! The holidays are almost here once again! Does it seem like Thanksgiving and 
Christmas comes around sooner and sooner each year or is it just me? I remember 
when I was a little girl, it seemed like Christmas would never get here! Funny how 
things change the older you get!  
 
Thanksgiving is a great time to reflect on those things you are most thankful for. 
And, for me, one thing that tops my list is you, our Extension friends. I                 
greatly appreciate your continued support of our efforts as we work hard to provide 
educational opportunities and information grounded in research-based science. We 
promise to continue to collaborate with our valuable partners in an effort to          
accomplish our mission—helping people and communities improve their quality of 
life and economic well-being.  
 
Have a wonderful holiday season friends! 
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A new federal law took effect on September 21st which gives consumers free credit 
freezes and yearlong fraud alerts. Here is what you can expect:  
 
Free Credit Freezes 
A credit freeze restricts access to your credit file, making it harder for identity 
thieves to open new accounts in your name. Usually you get a PIN to use each time 
you want to freeze and unfreeze your account to apply for new credit. Currently, 
credit freezes may involve fees based on state law. It will now be free to freeze and 
unfreeze your credit file throughout the country. 
 
Free Child Credit Freezes 
As a part of the law, a child’s credit freeze allows you to freeze a child’s credit file 
until the child is old enough to use credit. Currently, some state laws allow you to 
freeze a child’s credit file. With this new law, no matter where you live, you’ll be 
able to get a free credit freeze for children under age 16. 
 
Yearlong Fraud Alerts 
A fraud alert will tell any business that runs your credit that they should check with 
you before opening a new account. Currently, fraud alerts last 90 days but now an 
initial fraud alert will last for one year. It is still free and identity theft victims can 
still get an extended fraud alert for seven years. The new law has a long name – 
Economic Growth, Regulatory Relief and Consumer Protection Act – but the      
outcome is simple. Now, Equifax, Experian and TransUnion must each set up a 
webpage for requesting fraud alerts and credit freezes. The Federal Trade Commis-
sion will also post links to those webpages on IdentityTheft.gov. And, if you’re in 
the military, within a year, credit reporting agencies must offer free electronic credit 
monitoring to all active duty military. 
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enior citizens grew up in an era when trusting and    
being trustworthy were normal behavior, and generally 
that trust was reciprocated. Unfortunately, because of 
this mind-set today, they may fall victim to unscrupu-

lous people through various forms of fraud. Seniors may be 
incapable of making the distinction between a pleasant voice 
on the other end of the phone and that of an individual        
involved in an illegal scheme or activity. And they may not 
know that such fraudulent actions are crimes and punishable 
by law.  
 
Telemarketing is the action generated by way of selling a 
product or service over the telephone. Telefraud is the use of 
the telephone for sales that are not legitimate. Telefunding is 
the name of the act performed when fraud-like sweepstakes, 
contests, and charitable solicitations are executed over the 
telephone. Many telemarketing scams originate out of boiler 
rooms-places in the basement next to the heating unit-where 
most unscrupulous people use high-pressure telephone sales 
tactics to sell fraudulent goods and services.  
 
Both good and bad telemarketers use 800 or 900 numbers. 
Toll-free numbers like 800, 877, 866 or 822 are long distance 
telephone lines, except audio entertainment or information 
services. The percentage of long distance calls to 800      
numbers is about 40 percent. Numbers such as 900 and 976 
are caller paid long distance services that allow consumers 
and businesses to retrieve information over the telephone. 
Watch out for unfamiliar area codes such as 809 in the        
Caribbean. This code could also represent an international 
number and the charges could be very expensive.  
 

HOW TO PROTECT SENIORS:  
 Instill in them the awareness that the voice on the other 

end of the telephone could be a crook and that giving 
money to a telemarketer means losing it forever.  

 Tell them illegal telemarketing is big business that robs 
thousands of seniors daily. A telephone is the weapon 
that does the robbing instead of a gun. 

 Inform them that telemarketing fraud is a crime and    
punishable by law, and encourage them to report illegal 
telemarketing scams to authorities.  

 Instill in seniors that illegal telemarketers do not care 
about the pain that seniors encounter when losing their 
life savings in such deals.  

 Tell them that legitimate telemarketers are willing to 
send written information about products or services they 
are selling.  

 Inform them that a call is generally a scam if the caller 
asks for a social security number, a credit card number, 
or a bank account number if they are not buying anything 

or paying with those accounts.  

 Inform them that they have a right to investigate any  
telemarketing product or service. 

 

WARNING SIGNS: 
 Watch for unusual amounts of junk mail on winning        

contests, prizes, free trips, and sweepstakes, particularly if 
the advertisements are asking for payment to cover     
administrative processing fees, customs and taxes.        
Legitimate sweepstakes or prize offers do not ask for  
payments because it is illegal. 

 Be aware of frequent calls from people making offers for 
alleged valuable awards or great money-making opportu-
nities, or asking for charitable donations. 

 Watch for the evidence of many cheap items such as  
costume jewelry watches, pens and pencils, small        
appliances, or beauty products to be purchased in order to 
win something or to receive a so-called valuable prize. 

 Watch for secretive or guarded behavior regarding       
telephone calls. 

 Notice if a private courier stops by the senior's home. 
Perhaps he/she is having payments picked up or is wiring 
money to companies. 

 Observe whether the senior is having unexpected      
problems paying bills or buying food or other necessities. 

 Watch for the receipt of calls from someone or an organi-
zation stating they can help seniors recover money paid to 
telemarketers for a fee.   

 

DO: 
 Help the person gather information to report the fraud to 

the state attorney general's office, a local consumer     
protection agency, and/or to the National Fraud            
Information Center (NFIC). 

 Stress the importance of reporting this crime. Bring 
awareness to the criminal nature of telemarketing fraud 
and help the individual learn how to identify such deals. 

 Encourage the person to hang up on telephone solicita-
tions that seem unreal or too good to be true. 

 Have a heart-to-heart, calm and peaceful discussion about 
the person's finances and try to come to an agreement 
about the best way to handle finances in the future. If the 
senior seems incompetent, seek legal advice. If            
necessary, insist that the person change his/her telephone 
number. 

S 

Encouraging Seniors to Say NO 
to Telemarketing Fraud  
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DON'T: 
 Blame or accuse the person of being stupid, greedy or      

foolish. Telemarketing swindlers are good at what they 
do and take advantage of a person's honesty, politeness 
and hopefulness. 

 Threaten to take away the person's financial or physical 
independence. This may only make the person secretive 
and resentful. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few regulations from the Federal Trade      
Commission on telemarketing: 
 Callers must identify their company and product being 

sold. 

 If a prize is offered, they must inform you that "no     
purchase/payment" is needed to win. 

 They cannot ask you to pay in advance for services. 

 They cannot call you before 8:00 a.m. or after 9:00 p.m. 
(local time). 

 

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 
While many callers make offers that sound very good, even 
too good to pass up, seniors should not be afraid to take time 
to make up their mind. 
 
National Fraud Information Center 
(NFIC).............................1-800-876-7060 
 
National Consumers League Telemarketing 
Fraud........................ http://www.fraud.org/ 
 
Although they specialize in telemarketing and Internet fraud, 
NFIC also makes referrals for other types of fraud. 
 
Alabama Attorney General's Consumer Affairs 
........................................1-800-392-5658 
 
Alabama Public Service Commission 
........................................1-877-727-8200 
 
Call and ask to be put on the do not list call list, so that     
telemarketers cease contacting you. This is a free service. The 
Alabama Public Service Commission is partnering with the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to help Alabama consumer 

who want to reduce the number of telephone solicitations they 
receive. Alabama has adopted the National Do Not Call    
Registry and has merged its register with the national list  
administered by the FTC. 
 

FOR UNWANTED MAIL CONTACT 
The Direct Marketing Association 
1120 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10036-6700 
Phone: (212) 768-7277 
Fax: (212) 302-6714 
URL: consumer@the-dma.org 
 

PHONE RESOURCES FOR FIGHTING 
CREDIT FRAUD 
American Financial Services Association Education 
........................ 1-888-400-2233  
(Contact this organization for a free copy of "Making Credit 
Work for You.") 
 
National Do Not Call Registry ....................... 1-888-382-1222 
TTY ..................1-866-290-4236 or http://www.donotcall.gov 
 
The registration of your telephone numbers (home or mobile) 
will remain on the registry permanently because of the       
Do-Not-Call Improvement Act of 2007 which became law in 
February of 2008. 
 

References 
Consumer Services. (n.d.). Alabama: A  proud partner in the 
national do not call registry. Retrieved August 24, 2010, from 
http://www.psc.state.al.us/nocall/NoCallPreUpdate.htm. 
 
Source: UNP-38 Encouraging Seniors to Say NO to                
Telemarketing Fraud; Bernice B. Wilson, Ph.D., Extension 
Resource Management Specialist, Alabama A&M University, 
Revised August, 2010 

“Gratitude shifts                                 
your focus from                             

what your life lacks                         
to the abundance that                          

is already present.” 
~Marelisa Fábrega 
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More people than ever want to give farming a try. In the 
past, people turned to farming family members for help. 
Today, most people are generations removed from   
farming. 
 
To help budding farmers get started, Alabama              
Extension now offers a free online course, Farming         
Basics. Launched September 10th, the course addresses 
critical topics in agriculture. 

Alabama Extension director Gary Lemme calls the 
course a groundbreaking digital effort. 
 
“Anyone who is considering farming but has little to no 
experience will reap rewards by completing the course,” 
says Lemme. He adds that Farming Basics is also a     
valuable tool for experienced farm owners as well. 
 
“Established producers can use the course as a refresher 
in best practices,” says Lemme. “They can also use it to 
train new employees.” 
 
Jewell and Russell Bean of S & B Farm in Barbour 
County agree the course is exactly what beginning        
farmers need. 
 
“Farming Basics is filled with good information,”      
Russell Bean says. “We recommend it as a resource not 
only for beginning farmers but seasoned producers as 
well.” 
 
Farming Basics Features Broad Content 
 
Farming Basics’ five chapters feature video presentations 
and additional resources which enhance the course’s  
content depth. In addition, a short quiz at the end of each 
chapter offers participants the opportunity to review and 

reinforce content concepts. The course takes about two 
hours to complete. Upon completion, participants     
receive a certificate. 
 
Dr. Ayanava Majumdar, Farming Basics project leader, 
says more than 200 people have already pre-registered 
for the course. 
 
“Farming is challenging for experienced farmers, and it 
can be overwhelming to people new to it,” says           
Majumdar. “Our goal with Farming Basics is to help 
new producers develop knowledge and critical skills, 
enabling them to reduce mistakes and achieve               
profitability more rapidly. 
 
The course covers farm management and                    
marketing, pesticide safety, food safety, basic crop           
production and pest management. Find the course 
at https://aces.catalog.auburn.edu/. 

Farming Basics follows the proven model of Beef         
Basics, Alabama Extension’s first online agriculture 
course. 
 
Lemme says these courses serve as the foundation of the  
organization’s growing commitment to online learning. 
 
“Because of programs like this, we are becoming a    
nationally recognized leader in digital learning.” 
 
Currently, the Beginning Farmer program provides  
intense on-farm guidance to more than 60 beginning 
farmers, including military veterans, women and       
socially disabled individuals. The advisory service has 
an 85 percent adoption rate and has increased yields by 
improving crop quality and reducing insecticide use 
with pest prevention.  
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The St. Clair County  
Commission 

We gratefully acknowledge the St. Clair County Commission                           
and all our Extension Newsletter readers who have donated monies                   

that make it possible for you to continue to receive the printed version                  
of the Extension Newsletter.  

 

Pictured: (l to r) Commissioners Tommy Bowers, Jimmy Roberts, Chairman 
Paul Manning, & Commissioners Jeff Brown and Rick Parker 

 Mrs. Julia Allred 
Applewood Farm 
Wayne & Sheila Armbrester 
Ms. Jane Bailey 
Ms. Sally Bailey 
Mrs. Joyce Balch 
Mrs. Pam Bedsole 
Mrs. Kristi Blackwell 
Mrs. & Mrs. Dennis Bourland 
Ms. Katrina Buchanan 
Mrs. Gale Bunt 
Mr. Don Campbell 
Ms. Linda Clarke 
Mr. James Cole 
Dr. Larry Chasteen, Logan Martin Veterinary Clinic, LLC 
Mrs. Juanita Crowson 
Mrs. Patsy Dawson 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Dean 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Dye, Jr. 
Mr. Ronnie Flanagan 
Ms. Bev Gattis 
Ms. Charlotte Gibson 
Ms. Caroline Gover 
Mrs. Ann Hamilton 
Mrs. Teresa S. Hayes 
Judge Bill Hereford 
Mrs. Judy Hicks  
Mrs. Faye Howard 
Mr. & Mrs. James Hursh 
Ms. Sandy Huston 
Mr. David Jackson 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. William Jones  
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Kuykendall 
Ms. Marianne Landman 
Ms. Nancy Lehe 
Mr. Norman McClure 
Ms. Betty McKinney 
Ms. Frances Matukas 
Mr. & Mrs. Emery Mayoros 
Ms. Carolyn Mills 
Mr. Donnie Murray 
Ms. Patricia Peoples 
Mrs. Vickie Prosch 
Mrs. Jeraldine Reynolds 
Ms. Judy Reynolds 
Mr. Edward Rice 
Mrs. Gigi Sadler 
St. Clair County Beekeepers Association 
Ms. Carol Schultz 
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Sewell 
Mr. Wilburn D. Smith 
Ms. Ann Sweat 
Ms. Sandra Tucker 
Ms. Margaret Vaughn 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Wadley 
Ms. Janice Wadsworth 
Mrs. Catherine Walker 
Mrs. LaTonya Williams 
Ms. Joan Wright 
Mr. Arthur Woods 

For Your Donation 
A special thanks to all these readers who generously donated funds that has                       

helped us to continue to provide the printed version of the Extension Newsletter!  
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Our Blue & Black Colon & Melanoma Cancer Awareness Luncheon was held on Thursday, October 18th at the Pell City Center for Education and 
Performing Arts. There was 104 people in attendance. Mr. J-P Dice, Fox 6 Chief Meteorologist and colon cancer survivor, and Mrs. Jaime Dunn,      
Physician Assistant from Associated Dermatology were our special guest speakers. We appreciate them taking time out of their very busy       
schedules to share their knowledge, experience and expertise. Also, we appreciate Jacky Tuner, Development Assistant with Rumpshaker, Inc., for 
sharing information and setting up the inflatable colon display which is intended to raise awareness and educate citizens about the need for regular 
colon screenings.  

 
We appreciate ALL of you who attended this year's luncheon as well as ALL of our sponsors! Our Premiere Sponsor was Lori Junkins, Realtor, 
Realty South, Inverness; Supporting Sponsors included the City of Pell City, Chad’s Plumbing & Drain Cleaning; Gilreath Printing & Signs, LLC, 
Leo Russo Building Company, Inc., St. Clair County Extension Office; and Arthur Woods; our Community Sponsor was Ala Llama Farm, Mrs. 
Nancy Miller-Borg; and Contributing Sponsors, Ms. Rosalyn Robinson and Mrs. LaTonya Williams. 

 

Donations and door prizes were provided by: Chad’s Plumbing & Drain Cleaning; Chick-Fil-A of Pell City; City Market Grill & Buffet; Cracker 
Barrel of Pell City; Hazelwood’s Nursery & Greenhouses, Inc.; Leo Russo Building Company, Inc.; Sam’s Club in Trussville; Smith  Tomato, 
LLC; the Choppin Block Restaurant of Springville; the St. Clair County Extension Office; Warren’s Family Garden Center & Nursery; and the St. 
Clair County Farmer’s Federation Women’s  Leadership Committee.  

 

We would also like to thank everyone who served on the planning committee: LaTonya Williams, Alabama Career Center; Jason Pate, 
ALACARE; Cori Harris, Alabama Extension SNAP-Ed Educator, and Nancy Howard Tempel, Alabama Department of Public Health. 

 

The St. Clair County Extension Office team, including Administrative Assistant, Verhonda Embery; Veterans Outreach Agent Assistant, Wayne 
Johnson; and SNAP-Ed Agent Assistant, Cori Harris, all worked tirelessly to help make the luncheon successful. And, last but definitely not least, 
special thanks to all of the following St. Clair County Master Gardeners, their spouses & 2018 interns, who arrived at the Civic Center bright and 
early to help out: Deborah and Dave Adams, Adrienne Bourland, Bob Haynes, Jerry Payne, Pete & Kay Wojciechowski, Carol Crow, Paula White-
Mumblo, Susan Bush, Kerry Turner, and Vicki Jaco. (please visit our Facebook page to see more photos) 

for Colon & Melanoma Cancer Awareness 

Mr. J-P Dice, Fox 6 Chief Meteorologist                                
& Colon Cancer Survivor 

Mrs. Jaime Dunn, Physician Assistant,                
Associated Dermatology 
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Alabama Cooperative Extension System is committed to affirmative action equal opportunity and the diversity of its workforce.                                                                                  

Educational programs of the Alabama Cooperative Extension System serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, sexual orientation, or national origin. 

While many of us have been happily anticipating a 
return to cooler weather, blazing color in fall foliage, 
and football games, we are already missing the bond 
we had with the plants that we nurtured over the long 
hot summer.  
 
Just because our warm season plants like tomatoes, 
peppers, eggplants and okra are done for the season 
doesn’t mean we have to stop growing. In fact, there 
are several vegetables that prefer cooler temperatures 
and shorter days, ornamentals that delight in chilly 
mornings, and a coming into season of apples,     
pumpkins, and winter squash. 
 
In addition, plants we can grow and enjoy indoors  
during cold, damp winter months, such as herbs and 
“house” plants, are there to keep our homes green and 
give us a mental boost. 
 
Outdoors, what should be on our ‘to do’ lists? One of 
the “biggies” of late fall/winter gardening practices is 
that it is a good time to plant shrubs and trees. Cooler 
temperatures mean less stress for trees, shrubs,        
perennials and bulbs installed now. Do be aware that 
recent temperatures (the endless summer) and yo-yo 
rainfall means more care should be taken in the         
selection and maintenance of fall and/or winter planted 
selections. 
 
Back off planting or fertilizing the warm season turf 
grasses like Bermuda, Zoysia, Centipede and St.       
Augustine. They’re entering dormancy and taking a 
rest, although roots are still growing however slowly. 
For cool season turf grasses like rye and fescue, a   
winterizing fertilizer makes more sense but most turf 
grass lawns in this area are ones that thrive in warmer      
temperatures and are fertilized in spring.   
 
Raking leaves is good exercise and works even better if 
composted or corralled in a corner of the garden for use 
as mulch or soil amendment in the coming months. The 
added plus is the leaves aren’t going into a landfill 

By: Sallie Lee,  
Urban Regional Extension Agent 
Home Grounds, Gardens and Home Pests  

where they take up valuable space but do very little 
good for gardens.   
 
Cleaning up those out of season vegetable and        
ornamental beds helps reduce next year’s pest popula-
tions and possibly weed communities. Removing     
out-of-place plants (when did that mint move over 
THERE?), realizing a critter dug up a whole circle of 
bulbs, or noticing several dead branches that need to be 
pruned away are all good November/December           
activities. 
 
 Notice the mention of dead branches, versus live 
wood. Pruning dead, damaged, or diseased wood this 
time of year is quite alright. Pruning live wood could 
be problematic for some plants as the timing will    
impact next year’s blooms, or potential growth             
stimulated by pruning healthy tissue could be damaged 
or killed by an early frost or freeze. 
 
Although a little late, try planting seeds of some fast-
growing cool season vegetables such as lettuce, radish, 
spinach, and carrots. They do well in containers set on 
a sunny porch, deck, or patio and will tolerate fairly 
cool temperatures. It’s a good activity for children to 
get involved in because they love to track their growth, 
help harvest, and participate in preparing a simple   
salad or side dish from their very own backyard      
container garden! 
 
Some of your herbs will overwinter just fine outside in 
the ground. Others can be grown indoors on sunny 
windowsills. Try basil, chives, oregano, parsley and 
thyme for cooking, using their greenery for color and 
fragrance. Seeds take longer but are inexpensive, so try 
a few seeds for the fun of it, add a few transplants for 
quicker use. 
 

continued on page 9  

Fall & Winter                   
Gardening 
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2018 St. Clair County                                    
Master Gardener Class Interns 

Pictured (l to r): Front Row—Laura P. Hicks, Leeds; Susan Bush, Pell City; William Good, Odenville; Sandy Good, Odenville;  
Kerry Turner, Odenville; and Morgan Montiel, Cropwell; 2nd Row—Fred G. Melnick, Pell City; Bob Haynes, Moody; Lisa Joiner, 
Cropwell; Paula White-Mumblo, Ashville; Candy McElroy, Odenville; Kay Wojchiechowski, Pell City; Pete Wojciechowski, Pell 
City; Carol Crow, Odenville; Pam Ayres, Pell City; Vicki Jaco, Pell City; Cherie Hoffman, Pell City; Celia Hay, Ashville; and Jerry 
Payne, Steele. 
 

These nineteen participants recently embarked on a journey to learn more about gardening in hopes of becoming certified Master 
Gardeners. The first leg of their journey began on August 29th when Bethany O’Rear, Regional Extension Agent and instructor, met 
with the class and began an intensive 12-week course which covered all aspects of gardening. After the course work is completed in 
December, participants will begin conducting the required 40 hours of approved volunteer service needed to become a Master     
Gardener. One of the main purposes of the Master Gardener Program is to work on community betterment projects.  
 
We salute these interns for all their hard work and look forward to working with them for many years to come!  

 
 

Most of those plants you artfully arranged on tables or railings, those hanging baskets of flowers, ferns, and assorted greenery, will 
need to be overwintered in a sheltered spot. Take them back indoors after a careful check for pests and hitchhikers. (One gardening 
neighbor brought a large fern inside before realizing it had grown a bird’s nest during the summer so be sure to check them         
closely!) Remove dead leaves, add some soil if needed, check for roots that have grown through drainage holes, and gently rub your 
hand over foliage to dislodge any foreign material. And, start planning and dreaming about your garden next spring! Catalogs will 
be here shortly!  

~Gardening Corner Continued~ 

 
Please “like” our Facebook page: 

St. Clair County, Alabama Extension Office ARCHIVE
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Cranberry                 
Millionaire  

Salad 
3 cups fresh cranberries 

3/4 cup sugar 

1 cup water 

1 cinnamon stick 

2 cups sour cream (or plain Greek yogurt) 

2 cups pineapple tidbits, well drained 

2 cups mini marshmallows 

1 cup chopped pecans 

2 cups flaked coconut 

Combine cranberries, sugar, water, and cinnamon stick in a saucepan. Bring to a boil, reduce heat and let simmer 10 minutes. 
Cool completely (sauce will thicken upon cooling). 
 
Add 1 1/2 cups cooled cranberry mixture with remaining ingredients and stir well. Refrigerate 4 hours or overnight. Enjoy. 
 
Source: Spend With Pennies, www.spendwithpennies.com. A beautiful dessert, I made this recipe for Thanksgiving and it was 
the perfect ending to our turkey dinner. It would also be a great dessert for Christmas. Hope you enjoy it as much as I do! 

ServSafe is a nationally recognized food sanitation certification training program developed by the National Restaurant Association 
Educational Foundation (NRAEF). It is designed for foodservice managers and educates participants about food  hazards and appro-
priate food handling practices. The course is recognized by the Conference for Food Protection (CFP) and has been verified to meet 
CFP standards by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). This program is accepted by local, state and federal health  
departments. The state of Alabama Health Department currently awards extra points on foodservice health inspections to facilities 
having a manager on duty who is ServSafe certified if all critical standards are met. In 2010 all foodservice establishments were  
required by Alabama state law to have a manager on duty who has completed and passed the ServSafe course.   
 
The St. Clair County Extension office has scheduled a ServSafe class. It will be held on November 6th and November 13th at the St 
Clair County Extension Office which is located in the St. Clair County Courthouse in Pell City, basement office 04 from 10:00 am 
until 3:00 pm each day (you must attend both days).  
 
Anyone interested in taking the class to become ServSafe certified may contact Angela Treadaway, Regional Extension Agent, at 
205-410-3696 or call the St Clair County Extension Office at 205-338-9416. You can also go online to register. Please visit 
www.aces.edu/foodsafety/. The registration form is under Food Service. You may register online and pay with a credit card which 
will allow you to save $5 dollars off of your registration. Registration is $125.00 and includes all materials and the test for              
certification.  

Class  
Scheduled 
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Gary Gray 
Regional Extension Agent 
Commercial Horticulture 

Gary Gray has worked for Alabama Extension for 25 years. Prior to that, he worked in the nursery greenhouse business during 
college and after graduating when he and his wife went to seminary in New Orleans and then served as agricultural missionaries 
with the International Mission Board in the Philippines for four years. He is married to Becky Overton Gray. They have two sons,   
Aaron (wife, Christie) and Nathan (wife, Mechay), one daughter, Lauren (husband, Logan), and one granddaughter, Elsie. He and 
his wife, Becky, are members at Altadena Valley Presbyterian Church, PCA. They lived in Clanton for about 16 years where 
Becky directed their church music team at Grace Fellowship and enjoyed many years playing music together with their family and 
friends. They cut an album of mostly ancient Christian hymns put to newer music which was a lot of fun.  
 

He currently serves as a Regional Extension Agent in the area of Commercial Horticulture. He is a Shelby County, Alabama 
native and currently resides there. Gary graduated from Pelham High School and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in biology 
from UAB and a Master of Science in Agronomy from Auburn University. He is a member of both the National and Alabama 
Association of County Agricultural Agents & Specialists and Alabama Fruit & Vegetable Growers Association. Outside of work, 
Gary enjoys fly-fishing, kayaking, hunting, gardening (flowers, fruits, and vegetables), camping, helping friends with their      
gardens and orchards and playing harmonica and bass guitar with friends and in church.    
 

Gary is housed at the C. Beaty Hanna Horticulture and Environmental Center, located at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens . He 
looks forward to working with the folks in St. Clair county through various horticulture programs related to fruit and vegetable 
gardening. Specifically, Gary plans to work closely with growers and beginning farmers who are trying to market their farm-
raised horticulture products including fruits, vegetables, flowers, herbs and medicinal plants, to provide helpful production, pest 
management and marketing recommendations, technology and research information.  
 
His next course will be held on Tuesday, November 27th from 6:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m. at Pell City’s Municipal Complex Building 
Training Room. (see more details on page 12) For more information related to commercial horticulture, please contact Gary by 
calling the St. Clair County Office at 205-338-9416, his cell phone 334-539-2128 or email graygar@aces.edu.  

                        

Holiday Office  
Closings 

Our office will be closed                                        
for the Thanksgiving holidays                                   

Wednesday, November 21st—Friday, November 23rd                     

& for the Christmas holidays                                    
Thursday, December 20th— Wednesday, January 2nd, 

2019 
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Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
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www.aces.edu/StClair 
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 Growing Fruits for Home & Market                
Workshop 

Tuesday, November 27th 
 6:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. 

Pell City Municipal Complex Building                
Training Room  

1000 Bruce Etheridge Pkwy. 
$10/person 

Experienced growers, beginning farmers and home gardeners alike can learn more about how to grow different kinds of fruit for both 
home and market use during this workshop taught by Gary Gray, Regional Extension Agent, Commercial Horticulture. Fruit has           
tremendous nutritional and health benefits and should be an important part of everyone's diet. Some topics will include disease            
resistant variety selection, training and pruning, pest and wildlife management, drip irrigation, grafting, trellising, fruit drying and more.  
 
Alabama Extension offers a wide variety of educational resources, new technologies and pest management information regarding fruit 
and vegetable production. To attend, you must pre-register to attend no later than Tuesday, November 20th by calling the St. Clair         
County Extension Office at 205-338-9416. Dinner will be provided.  
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