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Historical maps show evidence of reefs throughout Mobile Bay.  Most of these reefs are built over time by 
generations of our native eastern oyster, Crassostrea virginica.  As young oysters settle on the existing reefs 
and grow, the reef grows both in area and height.  In time, an elaborate network of shell is formed.  This reef 
is important for the oysters that build it, but they are only one part of the ecosystem.  

WHO MAKES THE REEF THEIR HOME?
More than 300 species of vertebrates (with a backbone) and invertebrates (without a backbone) live in, on and 
around the reefs of Mobile Bay. If you look closely, you can see several examples in the mini reefs. Shrimp, fish 
and crabs may be the most obvious, but look closely. How many different types of crabs do can you see? Each 
one uses the reef for safety from predators and finding things to eat. 

The Blue Crab, Callinectes sapidus, is found throughout Mobile.  It has 
strong claws and enjoys eating oysters and clams and uses the reef for shelter from 
predators. It is very popular for human consumption and can be caught in traps 
marked by foam buoys or tied to wharves.

The Mud Crab, Panopeus herbstii, is found 
throughout Mobile Bay and can become very numerous in these mini reefs. Mud 
crabs are much smaller than blue crabs, generally less than one inch.  Even though it 
is small, it also eats oysters, focusing on the smaller juveniles. The reef provides both 
food and shelter, making it the ideal habitat for this  
tiny crab. 

The Stone Crab, Menippe adina, can be found within mini reefs and on 
oyster reefs in Mobile Bay. The stone crab has a small claw to hold and a large claw 
to crush the shells of oysters. The claws of the stone crab are popular table fair for 
recreational divers and crabbers. 

Interested in helping to restore reefs in Mobile Bay? Information can be found on the reverse of this volume of Reef Briefs, online at www.oyster-
gardening.org,  or talk to your recreational staff. 
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Adopt an Oyster Garden! 

Help restore oysters along our coast, learn more about marine 
ecology & hear about the ongoing research 

The Mobile Bay Oyster Gardening Program would love to 
have your help with our mission to educate, restore oysters 
(and the habitat that they create), and involve citizens in 
ongoing research. 

 

Who can adopt an oyster garden?  Anyone who wants to help! 
They also make excellent gifts! 

Why adopt an oyster garden?  We are lucky enough to have lots of enthusiastic volunteers who care for 
the gardens, but we need your help to keep us going.  Your donation will be used to purchase the 
necessary materials and help this program continue to provide over 400,000 oysters to date for restoration 
and enhancement efforts along our coast. 

What do you get? 

- A certificate of recognition as an 
 official Oyster Garden Adopter 

- Electronic subscription to our 
 monthly newsletter to hear about 
 the program, ongoing oyster 
 research and other tidbits 

- Invitations to presentations by guest 
 speakers 

- A letter documenting your tax 
 exempt donation 
 
How do you adopt an oyster garden?  Start 
by visiting www.oystergardening.org and 
click the ADOPT A GARDEN link on the 
right. 

 
For additional information, contact P.J. Waters at 251.438.5690 (waterph@aces.edu) at the Auburn University Marine 
Extension and Research Center 

4170 Commanders Drive Mobile, Alabama 36615 
251.438.5690 
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